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                    “Chairman’s Musings” 
Hello Everybody! I am finding it difficult to avoid commenting on the 

weather as rain beats against the window – Oh dear, I’ve been and 

gone and done it. Enough said. 

Unfortunately, our Member of Parliament was unable to make his 

scheduled visit in July due to pressure of business in the House of 

Commons. I think we can understand the problem as the visit would 

have occurred just two days after the announcement of a new leader 

of the governing party. Mr. Madders sent his apologies and has 

promised to make time to visit us in due course; I suspect there will 

be a general election before that can happen, so there is no 

immediate prospect of being able to welcome him at one of our 

meetings. I did see in the last issue of “Third Age Matters” that 

Guildford U3A had beaten us to the draw and successfully hosted a 

visit from their MP. 

Following the success of the last such event, we are proposing to hold another coffee morning for 

new members (joined since January) on 6th November. All the Interest Groups are urged to be 

represented, with a view to informing people about what goes on, recruiting new members or 

encouraging the creation of new Groups. By the time you read this you will no doubt have received 

an invitation and full information. 

Attendance at the monthly meetings has fallen sharply over the last three months – a 

disappointment following record attendances earlier in the year. I am informed this may partly be 

due to members not knowing who the speaker is going to be. The list of speakers was omitted from 

the membership cards this year for practical reasons, but was issued on a separate sheet. In the 

event that members have lost the information I would urge that you make use of our website 

[www.nestonu3a.org.uk – or even see page 4 of this Newsletter] where all the information up to 

next April is available. Our membership numbers declined, as usual, following the annual renewal 

date but that does not explain the reduced attendances. New members are coming in at a healthy 

rate and numbers are nearly back to normal. 

On the subject of the monthly meetings, we had a problem recently when one of our members 

became unwell and was concerned at not being able to contact family members. Please ensure that 

you carry your “In Case of Emergency” (ICE) card with you at all times, so that friends and family 

may be informed in case of mishap. In addition, contact information may be held on your mobile 

phone and if it is a smartphone can be accessed via the Emergency button even if the phone is 

switched off. On an older mobile, keep it switched on, but in Silent mode whilst at the meeting. 

Best wishes and see you at the next meeting   Geoff Gibson 
 

         My grandfather invented the cold air balloon .........  

                 but it never really took off 
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   The ‘Long Walking Group’  
 

The ‘Long Walking group’ enjoyed spectacular views and 

weather on their September walk, making up for the July 

and August walks which were cancelled due to heavy rain. 

Our last long walk of the season will be on Friday October 

18th (The medium walks will continue as usual). We will be 

doing a circular walk of 7.5 miles in Cheshire around 

Maiden Castle, Bulkeley Hill and Rawhead. Please let us 

know if you would like to come. The monthly ‘long walks’ will 

begin again in April 2020 

Rosemary Hollingsbee rhollingsbee@gmail.com (3363320) 

 

 

 

The Walkers Group 
 

According to The American Heart 

Association, walking is one of the best 

exercises out there. Just 30 minutes a 

day delivers multiple benefits, 

including reducing the risk of coronary 

heart disease, improving blood 

pressure and sugar levels, maintaining 

body weight and reducing the risk of 

obesity …………. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         NEED HELP using your computer, your mobile 

smart phone, your iPad or your Tablet?  Then pop into the  

Neston Cyber Centre  
 

The Methodist Church (opposite The Brewer’s Arms) – and it’s 

totally free 
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Neston U3A Newsletter Page 3 
 

Neston U3A 

Quiz Group 
 The newly formed Quiz 

Group had their first 

outing to the Quiz Night 

organized by Willaston 

Rotary Club. To our 

delight and surprise we 

were equal second! The 

team was made up of Phil 

Cartwright (leader), Gill 

Carlson, Geraldine 

Dowding, Brian Greenhalgh 

and Liz and Rob Marrs.  For 

more information about the 

group contact Phil Cartwright (phil@whitetree.plus.com) PS: the supper was excellent especially 

the bread and butter pudding   Liz Marrs 
 

 

Beware of the ‘Microsoft scam’ 
A scammer calls you, and asks for you by name. They’ll say they are a 

computer-security expert from Microsoft, or another legitimate tech 

company. 

They’ll say that your PC, laptop or tablet has been infected with 

malware (or a computer virus), and that they can help you solve the 

problem. 

The scammer will attempt to confuse you with jargon or ask you to open common Microsoft 

utilities and services that list what may appear to be problems with your computer. 

The scammer may then try any of the following tactics to get you to part with your personal 

and financial details: 

#  Trick you into installing malicious software that could capture sensitive data, such as online 

banking user names and passwords. They might also then charge you to remove this software. 

#  Convince you to visit legitimate websites (such as www.ammyy.com) to download software 

that will allow them to take control of your computer remotely and adjust settings to leave your 

computer vulnerable. 

#  Request credit card information so they can bill you for phony services 

#  Direct you to fraudulent websites and ask you to enter credit card and 

other personal or financial information there. 
 

Alternatively, they may claim you are running an unlicensed version of 

Windows, and you need to pay a licence fee. 

Scammers may also offer you software to remove the ‘viruses’ on your 

machine, for a small charge. In many case this will be security software 

you can get free from the Microsoft website in the first place. 

The worst offenders will seek to convince you that they need access to your machine so they 

can fix any issues. In reality they will install viruses or malware that will damage your machine 

and steal your personal details, passwords and data. 

mailto:phil@whitetree.plus.com
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          Meetings Calendar - Dates for your Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gardening 

Group 2 
 

Garden Group 2 had an 

outing to Bodrhyddan 

Hall, Dyserth, 

yesterday and the 

attached photo was 

taken. 

Bodrhyddan Hall is 

owned by the Langford 

family and has been 

home to the same 

family for over 500 

years.  

The previous Lord 

Langford died 2-3 

years ago aged 105, the 

oldest member of the 

House of Lords (at that time). He never took his seat - because the family originated in 

Ireland.The gardens cover approximately 8 acres and include a formal parterre, extensive lawns 

and the natural planting within the Pleasance. There is also a Woodland Walk, reclaimed in the 

early 2000s.   Hilary Eaude 
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 Police arrested two kids yesterday, one was drinking battery acid, the 

other was eating fireworks. They charged one and let the other one off 

                             

Lunch Club Organiser 
Marianne Pearce is our Lunch Club organizer – she will be taking 
bookings at each open meeting or you can contact her on 07930 

432319 or email her on marianne4swimming@gmail.com 
 
 

Please let Sue Fletcher know (0151 336 2594) 
 if any of our members are unwell or in hospital   
 if you change your email address or mobile phone number 

 
 

Members of Poetry, Prose & Plays Group 1 

during their annual Strawberry Tea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The first ‘Poetry Pose & Plays Group’ of Neston U3A was formed in December 2004 

and has continued to flourish.  We are a lively, light-hearted group of currently eleven 

members (including several founder members) who enjoy poetry and literature but we 

don’t analyse in any depth the poems selected for our monthly meetings although many 

topics have provoked interesting, enjoyable and thought-provoking discussions. 

Some of our members enjoy writing poetry and our greatest achievement thus far, and 

of which we are extremely proud, is the production of our poetry anthology entitled 

‘Simply for our Pleasure’ which sold out very speedily at a U3A meeting, thankfully 

covering our production costs. Will there be a second anthology? Well it’s certainly a 

possibility and we are making (very) slow progress towards it. No date fixed for 

production but make sure you continue to watch this space! 

Jean Chadwick   Group Co-ordinator 

mailto:marianne4swimming@gmail.com
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U3A Summer School 
Here are some of the efforts of the 

Art Group - seascapes 
The North West U3A Summer School offers 

U3A members an enjoyable opportunity to 

socialize and study with like minded people 

This summer, once again, Neston U3A members set off 

for the North West Summer School, sharing a minibus 

with other Wirral U3A members.  Arriving at Newton 

Rigg Agricultural College, Penrith, we received a warm 

welcome, and were allocated our very clean student 

accommodation with fresh, clean, white sheets and 

duvet.  Having unpacked we met our tutors and settled 

into the challenge of learning new skills in art, music, 

playing the ukulele, archaeology, geology and philosophy.   During our stay we had the 

opportunity to visit The Theatre by the Lake in Keswick to enjoy a performance of "The 

Lady Killers".   We enjoyed a cheese and wine evening and the opportunity to socialise 

with our new friends.   Returning home we agreed, we had enjoyed our three day 

educational experience. The Restaurant staff looked after us providing tasty well 

prepared meals and it was good value for money.  Anne Cooper 
 

 

I went down the local supermarket. I said ‘I want to make a complaint – this 

vinegar’s got lumps in it’ He said ‘Those are pickled onions’ 
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John Parry – his story about Dunkirk 
John was my eldest brother and this is his account of the Dunkirk retreat, or not! 

By Anne Hine, John’s sister 

John Parry - born on 24th January 1918 to Samuel and Ida Parry nee Ellis 

Educated Board School and Alun Grammar School Mold 

After school apprenticed to Hughes Chemist? 

Jan 1939 joined Army RAMC and went to France with B.E.F.  During the retreat in May 1940 

self and Matt Patterson arrived at Dunkirk and did not much care for it. It looked very 

dangerous with German air planes bombing the town and thousands of soldiers on the beach 

awaiting their turn to leave. So having won some money at cards the previous day we decided to 

find another escape route. Making our way to Belgium we passed an unattended car with the 

keys still in the ignition and took it. The brigadier’s hat was a bonus!  We were on the wrong 

side of the canal and the journey north was made more difficult by the streams of refugees 

going the other way. However thanks to the hat we were not hindered too much and at last 

came to a bridge over the canal. This was manned by an M.P. so feeling he would not appreciate 

the Brigadiers hat worn with a corporals uniform I ducked down while Matt drove across with 

some speed.  The town of Veurne was like a seaside resort with tables and umbrellas and girls in 

pretty frocks enjoying their last carefree days for a while.  On the beach were 3 ships one full 

of uniforms! This and one other were damaged but the third laden with ammunition was still sea 

worthy if it could be unloaded to allow it to come of the sand.  Enter two mugs to do the 

unloading in return for a trip home.  This took 3 days during which time the Germans found it 

and us and proceeded to dive bomb the beach.  At one point a shell fell close to and the column 

of sand buried me. Dug out by Matt who had seen it and suffering from concussion, deafness 

and visual disturbance we waded out to the ship neck deep in water with the Jerries in hot 

pursuit. My life was again saved, this time by a sailor with a Boffors gun. 

Rang mother from London not much to say except that I was wet!   

Anne Hine 
 

Neston U3A member gets her degree 

aged 84! 
“It’s never too late to enjoy a graduation ceremony!” 

Here is Margaret Mellor’s story 

In 1967 I became a student at Chester Teacher’s Training College. The 

college was founded in 1839 and as this is an Anniversary year for the 

College and the Principal was retiring, the decision was made that 

students who qualified before 1979 should be awarded an honorary B Ed. 

I studied History, the History of Scientific Ideas and Education. I have 

very happy memories of my time there. I joined the Chapel Choir and the 

Gilbert and Sullivan Societies. I was a fairy in ‘Iolanthe’ and Fiametta in ‘ 

The Gondoliers’, two small singing parts.  I qualified as a teacher in 1970. 

I had the invaluable support from my husband, Rob and it was so sad that 

he wasn’t at my recent graduation ceremony. He died 13 years ago. But I 

had my children and grandchildren there and they were very proud. 

Charlotte said not everyone has a grandma getting a degree at nearly 85!  

Our parting message from the retiring principal was “You will always be part of the Chester 

University and Chester University will always be part of you.” 
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Christmas Lunch 

The Clubhouse, Parkgate Cricket Club 
 

Monday, 2nd December 12.30pm for 1.00pm 

Cost is £27 for a 4 course meal which includes tea, 

coffee and mints 
 

Starters 
Cauliflower and Cheese Soup (V) 

Honey, Mustard and Ham Terrine with Apricot and Apple Chutney 

Mushroom, Chestnut and Tarragon Pate with Cranberry Relish 

Mains 
Roasted Cheshire Turkey 

with all the Traditional accompaniments and Roast Potatoes 

Seared Cod 

with Bacon, Winter Root vegetables, Smoked Paprika and Potato Chowder 

Vegetable Risotto 

Beetroot, Goats Cheese and Asparagus Risotto topped with Watercress (V) 

Dessert 
Christmas Pudding Packed with fruits and served with Amaretto Custard (V) 

Ginger Bread & Chocolate Cheesecake 

Eton Mess with Orange, Honey and Brandy 

Tea, Coffee and Mints 
 

Contact Pat Dix for more information 

   derekandpatdix@gmail.com       0151 342 4330 

 
 

“Keep up to date” 

Visit Our New U3A Website 

 www.nestonu3a.org.uk 

mailto:derekandpatdix@gmail.com
http://www.nestonu3a.org.uk/

